Phialophora parasitica, an emerging pathogen.
Monoconidial cultures derived from 12 clinical and environmental isolates of Phialophora parasitica were compared with respect to morphologic and physiologic characteristics and response to antifungal agents. No yeast cells were seen in 1- and 3-week-old slide culture preparations. Also, not all of the distinguishing characteristics of this species were displayed by all isolates on all media examined. Although the isolates grew on Sabouraud agar with chloramphenicol and cycloheximide, some inhibition was observed. All cultures were strongly urease-positive and hydrolyzed casein and starch; most decomposed tyrosine but not gelatin. All but one environmental isolate grew well at both 23 and 37 degrees C, but none grew at 40 degrees C. In the sensitivity testing the isolates did not vary much in their response to each drug, although some anomalies were observed. Amphotericin B and miconazole had minimum inhibitory concentrations in the low sensitivity range (2.0-8.0 and 2.5-10 micrograms m-1 respectively), for most isolates, and most isolates were resistant to both 5-fluorocytosine and ketoconazole. Limited observations were made on three other Phialophora species which might be confused with P. parasitica.